
 

   
 

The online course “On the Watch” 

Organisers: Citizens Network Watchdog Poland, Homo Faber Association, Helsinki Foundation for 

Human Rights 

 

The online course “On the Watch” allows you to learn about the details of civic control and how to 

develop strategies to cause positive changes in the public interest. You can access the course here: 

kursy.watchdogportal.pl. The course was designed with two types of organisations in mind: those 

which try to affect law on a national level and which influence central or non-central institutions 

(such as hospitals, jails, courts), and those organisations which perform civic control in their own 

municipality, county or province. The contents of both versions are similar, but the examples of 

specific undertakings are different. 

 

The course is divided into thematic modules, putting the knowledge essential for watchdogs into 

order. It enables you to benefit from the experience of other organisations. Furthermore it contains a 

solid dose of legal knowledge. It guides you through specially prepared action procedures. 

 

After registering on the course’s platform, the users of this online tool can familiarize themselves 

with the contents of specific modules and leave comments. Each module ends with a repetition test 

and a homework task. All questions and enquiries should be sent to the persons overseeing the 

course: katarzyna.batko@watchdogpoland.pl or kinga.kulik@hf.org.pl.  

 

1. Who is it for? 

This course is aimed at non-governmental organisations, that wish to increase their stability and 

development through watchdogging activities. The course would be difficult to follow for single 

activists or spontaneous, informal groups, but it is very helpful in showing how to develop a bigger 

watchdog organisation. 

2. What do we offer? 

Subjects of specific modules: 

 What are human rights and freedoms; 

 What is watchdogging and what are the specific characteristics of watchdog organisations; 

 What are the values and ethical aspects of watchdogging activities; 

 How to plan the strategy of civic operations in the public interest;  

 How to analyze law; 

 How to exercise the right to public information; 

 How to carry out monitoring activities; 
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 How to work with a report; 

 How to implement systemic change. 

 

3. How to participate? 

Just register on the course’s platform 

 

4. Level 

Advanced 

 


